CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2016

Introduction

Next year’s Open Gardens Day is on 25 June -
details of that and other events can be seen in the
box alongside. For many years, Margaret Mann has
most ably led the sub-committee organising the
Day - as well as the Gardening Club and the Front
Gardens competition. She is now retiring from
these roles and we owe her huge thanks for her
consummate chairmanship and organisational skills.
In her place, we now have a triumvirate of Jim
Coakes, Teresa Solomon and Sandra Westbrooke,
and we wish them well.

The opening of the Cricklewood Library is now
imminent. While Olive Road may be rather far for
most of our members, it remains a stirring example
of community action and we will support it as much
as possible.

There is currently anger in Chandos Road about the
Council’s replacement of paving stones with tarmac
(with some associated removal of street trees).

The road does not appear to warrant wholesale
replacement and whatever one’s view about

the options, the Council does not seem to have
communicated or handled local feeling well.

Most of our members are on our email network and
I believe find it of value. However, I felt that other
members, perhaps not on email, were not getting
the information - so I have instigated a 2-page
newsletter every 2 months to keep them up to date.

Gerry Weston, MapRA

Important Events for your diary

Tuesday, 13 December:

Christmas Carols in the Dell — from 6.30pm — Carols
will start around 7.00 pm: Mulled wine and other
refreshments, Father Christmas with treats for

your children and enchanting singing from the St.
Gabriel's Church choir. The Dell is magical when lit
up - please come along. Everyone is welcome.

Tuesday 25 April 2017:

MapRA Annual General Meeting - 7.00pm at St
Gabiriel's Church. Information stalls for Police and
Council experts to help you with your day-to-day
problems. It will be the usual social occasion with
wine and refreshments.

Sunday 25 June 2017:

Open Gardens Day — again we're avoiding clashes
with Wimbledon, which starts on 3 July, and Open
Garden Squares weekend, 17-18 June. Planning

is already underway, but we're always on the

lookout for new gardens to include, particularly

those with an unusual feature. If you feel able to
volunteer your garden or can recommend one, we
would be delighted to hear from you.

Please contact Teresa Solomon - ts@schloss.me.uk

FIRE POI AT CRICKLEWOOD FESTIVAL

This newsletter is intended primarily for members of MapRA.
However, if you know someone locally who is not a member and may be interested, please pass it on to them.



MapRA AGM April 2016

Over 150 members plus guests came to this year’s AGM.

We have a new chair, Anthony Dunn; Gerry Weston is now
organising secretary. The meeting agreed to increase annual
subscription to £5, but keep it at /2 in cases of financial
difficulty. The London Assembly Hustings was a useful

and interesting event, ably chaired by Jim Coakes, although
perhaps less heated than the Parliamentary Hustings of 2015!
Grateful thanks to all those who helped to make the event
successful and to St Gabriel’s for the use of the Church.

Local Fruit harvest. At the end of the season the MapRA
team harvested some 412 kg of fruit from local gardens. This
has been donated to various local charities. Members have
also helped with the grand pick at Fryent Way. Pruning of

members’ fruit trees will take place in January / February.

Front Garden Awards 2016

Congratulations to the winners in the three main categories:

e Best overall, 66 Chatsworth
*  Best, no parking, 54 Melrose
*  Best parking with planting, 58 Chatsworth.

These received vouchers and certificates. Other ‘best in
street” winners received certificates. For full results see
http://www.mapra.orguk/front Gardens 2016.htm. Thanks
to members of the MapRA Gardening committee for their
work in short-listing and judging the front gardens.

Planning and Conservation

MapRA is encouraged by the numbers of people moving

in to the Mapesbury Conservation Area with the desire

to upgrade and improve it. The benefits are very evident
and the investment of individuals helps to ensure that the
fantastic housing stock is maintained for future generations.
With our goal to enhance the existing architecture and
improve the quality of our environment, we continue to
work with Brent Council to encourage residents to conserve
the original design of the Conservation Area buildings. We
understand that the need for space in homes is a high priority,
but achieving this can present technical challenges. We are
therefore leaning on Brent Council to follow the example of
other Boroughs and ensure that available expertise is called
on to avoid potential problems arising when basement, roof
and other extensions are proposed.

Sadly, another year has gone by with still no sight of the

new and up-dated Design Guide promised four years ago.
Brent is no further on implementing the statutory process
despite several meetings with the Sub-Committee and hours
of work by MapRA. Some residents still do not appreciate
which works to their homes require planning permission.
The oft heard phrase “But we are merely improving.....” can
have bitter consequences, with costly enforcement action and
huge bills to put right works that have been done without
permission.

Some of the worst offenders of breach of planning
regulations and failures to comply with enforcement action
are housing associations. MapRA remains committed to
raising those guilty of contravention with Brent but it can
be an uphill struggle and has often proved difficult to obtain
action or enthusiasm from either body.

Residents are encouraged to log any infringements and report

these to MapRA.

Mapesbury Dell

It’s been a busy 2016 for Mapesbury Dell. Local hero Tom
Putnam retired from the Trust after ten years of amazing
hard work and dedication. The Biffa Award grant money
Tom secured was spent on the promised new play train, a
new ornamental grass bed and a complete resurfacing of the
pathways and main areas. The lawns too are looking great
after being reseeded. No surprise then that London in Bloom
Awards gave Gold once again to Brent’s favourite pocket
park. The annual Wild Day, kids Back-to-School Party and
the Park Life Singers event were enjoyed by all. And soon to
come will be the final (and most magical!) event of the year —
the Christmas Carols on Tuesday 13 December from 6.30pm.
Come and sing along with St Gabriel’s Church Choir, enjoy
mulled wine, mince pies and treats from Father Christmas in

a beautifully lit-up Dell.

Mapesbury - a Dementia-Friendly Ward?
Progress continues to support those with dementia, targeting
under represented local communities and developing a
way-finding system to recognise people who may be lost

and return them home safely. The dementia cafe at Ashford
Place held on Tuesday afternoons is well attended, with
referrals of patients and carers from the memory clinic.



Charlotte Curran is training local volunteers to bridge the gap
between those living with dementia and their families, and the
statutory and community services; being helped by leaders of
the faith and cultural groups in the area.

Brent CCG has provided funding to develop an 18-month
Pilot Dementia Peer support project. People living with
dementia are encouraged to contact Clementine Femiola
who leads on this project at Ashford Place, Tel: 020 8208
8590. Flyers have been distributed to local GPs to encourage
prescribing to the Peer Project. Work by The Innovation
Unit is continuing, and includes talking to businesses on the
Broadway and speaking with local older people to identify the
key areas to support those living with dementia.

Kilburn Primary Care Co-op has obtained some funding to
develop an integrated approach to learning and living well
with dementia; and to develop a model of social prescribing

for those of their patients diagnosed with dementia.

Cricklewood Library (152 Olive Road)

We continue to support Friends of Cricklewood Library, who
hope to move into the premises on the ground floor of the
new development, Chronicle Heights, in Olive Road, soon.
The Olive Road Street Party in June was very successful in
raising awareness and fundraising — and FOCL continue to
fundraise in order to furnish and equip the library, which they

hope to open in the first half of next year.

Police Items

Numbers are up to strength with Sergeant James Lister
leading a team of two PCs, Jimmy O’Sullivan and Sophia
Adams. The Public Space Protection Order (PSP) is likely
to be extended from November; vans are being targeted and
vehicles seized as a means to control migrant workers.

Various successful operations have led to a number of
arrests. There have been continued Anti-Social behaviour
problems at Stanley Gardens/Blenheim Gardens and special
teams have been called in. Burglary has been at low level

but there is the usual likely increased risk in winter and
around Christmas. There has been a marked increase in theft
from motor vehicles and some police activity to increase
public awareness and reduce opportunism. Smartwater (the
marker for valuable items) is currently being promoted by
probationary officers in the area to reduce risk and loss
through burglary.

For any non-emergency issues relating to Mapesbury, contact
PC Jimmy O’Sullivan of Mapesbury’s SN'T, email

Mapesbury.snt@met.police.uk, call 020 8721 2962.

Cricklewood Improvement Programme -

Cricklewood Town Team

A positive step has been the Partnership agreement with
Thameslink to adopt Cricklewood Station. After work by the
Town Team volunteers, residents, businesses and the station
staff, the entrance to the station now includes beautiful
plantings, framed photo posters about Cricklewood, window
art, Smith’s Cricklewood station clock, a pop up Cricklewood
Library as well as an inventive “Cricklewood” sign. Feedback
from station users is very encouraging, and it has received

a silver award in the “It’s Your Station” category of the
National Association of Community Rail Partnership.

The Cricklewood Festival in September was a very

positive occasion with support from local businesses, faith
communities and schools, even if the weather wasn’t on side.
Local enthusiasm enabled the Town Team to continue the
Christmas Lights Switch On event on 18 November.

Work continues to keep the area clean, liaising with agencies
to remove graffiti, de-cluttering by removing redundant estate
agent boards, naming and shaming the irritating people who
fly-post and informing the Councils about fly-tipping and
rubbish dumping. Our Councillors are very supportive of
these efforts.

Key developments in the area are ensuring that the Team
work in support of those who will be affected, particularly
with Brent Cross developments, including the Clitterhouse
Farm Project and Brent Terrace, but also the Galtymore site
and Geron Way to ensure that the issues important to the
people of Cricklewood are heard.

The Market on The Town Square on Fridays and Saturdays
from 11.00 am continues to encourage local business start-
ups and the expansion of existing businesses, while also

attracting visiting markets for the Christmas season.

Potholes, Pavements, Rubbish, Fly-tipping
After last winter there were many potholes and damaged
pavements in the area. These have been reported and

the majority cleared (some not serious enough to meet

the Council’s criteria). Chronic problems of dumped
rubbish were reported in Anson Road and off Walm Lane.
Fortunately (and touch wood) these have been cleared. The
Council’s contractor, Veolia, is quite prompt in clearing
problems once reported — this is easiest to do via the Cleaner
Brent app. (see below)

Willesden Green Town Team

Hard work this year on the garden planters in Willesden
Green Underground station was rewarded when the gardens
won the award for Best Cultivated Garden in the 2016
Underground in Bloom competition. The Gardening Club
at the Willesden Green Library continues with more bulbs
being planted throughout Willesden Green for next spring,
Caitlin Murphy, a local A-Level Media student, worked with
the Town Team to create the Help Save Our High Street
video — which has resulted in pavements being changed in
Willesden Green High Road.

Working to keep the conversation about high street
improvements alive the team hosted a Shop Keepers Forum
so that views could be aired and shared. They are currently
working with volunteer project managers to create and
coordinate a project to tackle the unfair parking restrictions
in the high road. The Town Team encourages people who
want change and improvement in the town to join together
for constructive action, collaboration and interaction.

Email willesdengreentownteam ail.com to join their
mailing list and find out more.



Rubbish collection / Recycling.

If you believe you need an assisted
collection, please email
recyclemore@brent.gov.uk or 020 8937
5050. Every household is now annually
entitled to three free collections of
bulky waste of up to five items a time.

Fly-Tipping. The ecasiest way to
report dumped mattresses etc is by
downloading the “Cleaner Brent” App
to your smart phone. Alternatively

email chris.whyte@brent.govuk or

customet.services@brent.govuk or
call 020 8937 5050. Let them know

registration of vehicle, time of
incident, location and description of
waste, description of people dumping
the waste. Do not approach anyone
you see fly-tipping.

Visitors’ Parking. Contact 020 8937
4972 or 020 8290 8300 from 9.00 am-
5.00 pm Monday to Friday or online
at www.brent.gov.uk/ services-for-
residents/parking/parking-permits
visitor-vouchers/. The price is due to

increase from April next year.

Useful Contacts:

Planning enforcement. If you see
something that you believe may be an
infringement, please contact 020 8937
5280. For general planning enquiries
contact 020 8937 5210 or look on
Brent Council website.

Environment: Pests, Noise etc.
Contact 020 8937 5252,

In case of illness and emergency
over the holiday:

Walk in GP. Cricklewood GP Health
Centre. 03000 334 335. 8am-8pm 7
days including bank holidays. Britannia
Business Village, Cricklewood Lane.
NW2 1DZ.

Late Chemists:

e Chana Chemist 020 8459 2332,
8am- 12pm (Sun 10am-6pm)
Willesden Centre for Health and
Care, Robson Avenue, NW10.

*  Bliss Chemist 7 days / week 9am —
10pm (Xmas -2pm) (NYE — 7pm)
50-56 Willesden Lane, 7624 8000

MapRA Guide to tradesmen and
services. http://www.mapra.org.uk/
Tradesmen.htm

MapRA Community Clubs. We have
some 9 active groups.

Bridge Club (regular Monday game),
Walking Group (exploring the Lea
Valley): Contact John Mann on 020
8459 5419 or email
john.fmann@btinternet.com

Theatre Group. Contact Jim Coakes
on 020 8208 0082,
jim.coakes@btinternet.com

For others: Singing Group; Book
Clubs; Gardening Club, Harvesting
and Fruit Tree Pruning groups:

email clubs@mapra.org.uk or ring 020
8452 0649

Councillors our Councillors for our
Mapesbury Ward are:
Cllr Lia Colacicco 07721 233 056

cllrlia.colacicco@brent.govuk
Cllr Ahmad Shahzad OBE 020 8452

8380 cllr.ahmad.shahzad@brent.gov.uk
Cllr Helen Carr 07721 233 048

clirhelen.carr@brent.covuk

Communications: Website / email network

We encourage people to look at our website www.Mapra.org.uk for information on local community events, MapRA clubs, local Police
news as well as other local information. Join out email network (email contact@mapra.otg,uk) for news, updates and security alerts.

If you need to get in touch with MapRA please contact one of the following:
Anthony Dunn (Chair) 07990 521 639; anthonypdunn@gmail.com
Gerry Weston (Org Sec & Membership) 020 8452 0649 gerryweston@btinternet.com

Sheelagh Putnam (Chait, Planning Sub-Committee), sheelagh@lending-law.co.uk

Season s Qreetings and a flappy New Year!

How to Join MapRA

If you are due for renewal the address label on this newsletter will say so. You can join or renew *paying via PayPal) via the website
(http:/ /www.mapra.org.uk). If you wish to join or need to renew (and aren’t able or don’t wish to do so via our website) please fill in

and return the form below: Membership is £5 a year. (/2 if in financial difficulties)

Name :
Address:
Telephone(s):

Email address: (if you want to be on the network)

Amount:

Starting year

Return to: Gerry Weston: 64 Teignmouth Road, NW2 4DX



